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STORE HOURS:
Gastonia and Belmont
Mon.-Sat. 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Sunday 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Mt. Holly
Mon.-Thurs. 11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m.
Friday 11:00 a.m.-10:00 p.m.
Saturday 12:00 p.m.-10:00 p.m.
Sunday 12:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m.

Gastonia
116 N. New Hope Road
Gastonia, NC 28054

704-864-4466
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Mall

Sake Express

Mount Holly
349 W. Charlotte Ave.
Mount Holly, NC 28120

704-827-4819

Charlotte Avenue/Hwy. 27
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Sake Express

Sake Express 

Voted #1 Japanese 

Restaurant In Gaston 

County for 2011!

$5.00 
OFF
any order of 

$25.00 or more
One coupon per customer  

please. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer.

Expires 1.15.12

Buy One • Get One

1/2 OFF
*

Any Entree
of equal or lesser value.

One coupon per customer  
please. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer.
Expires 1.15.12

*Does not include combinations.

FREE 
Onion Soup

with Purchase of 
$4.00 or more

*Belmont And Gastonia Locations Only*
One coupon per customer please. Cannot  

be combined with any other offer. 
Expires 1.15.12

Now Serving Onion Soup!
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Wilkinson Blvd. (Hwy 74)
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Sake Express

WalgreensFuture 
CVS

Belmont
675 Park Street 
Belmont, NC 28012

704-461-0400

Buy One • Get One

1/2 OFF
*

Any Entree
of equal or lesser value.

One coupon per customer  
please. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer.
Expires 1.15.12

*Does not include combinations.

Try Our New 
 Onion Soup!

ONLY 99¢

Visit our new website! 
www.thesakeexpress.com

Try Our Cabbage
Chicken Plate!
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i Seasonal Gifts
i Gift Baskets & Cards
i Music & Books
i Buyers Choice Carolers
i Radko
i Nutcrackers
i Collegiate Ornaments
i Mark Roberts

Hours 10:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. Thurs.-Sat. 
125 South Main Street • Mt. Holly, NC 28120

704-820-8488

Christmas In 
Gaston County

i Vintage Gifts
i Nostalgic Candy & Soda
i NC Food Products & 
 Ashe County Cheese
i $1.00 Ice Cream Cones
i Unique Wood & Metal Toys
i A.B Vannoy Hams
i Seagrove Pottery

Hours 10:00 a.m.-8:00 p.m. Mon.-Sat. 
111 North Main Street • Mt. Holly, NC 28120

704-601-7131

Unique Gifts

25% OFF
Holiday Sale

25% OFF
Holiday Sale
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four north main street | belmont, nc | 704.825.7997
joliebelmont.com

BB Dakota | Free People | French Connection | L.A.M.B. | Rebecca Taylor

AG Jeans | Velvet | Ella Moss | J Brand | Darling London | Joe’s Jeans

Michael Stars | Citizens of Humanity | Hobo | Seven | Milly | Wildfox

your holiday wish list...
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Happy Holidays!

Holiday offer!6 Weeks of Martial arts for only $69

KicK The Year
inTo Gear WiTh
MarTial
arTs!!!

Park’s Martial Arts
704-854-3222

www.ParksSchoolofTaekwondo.com
914 E. Franklin Blvd. • Gastonia 

(Behind Dairy Queen)

Men, Women, Children And 
Families 4 years Old And Up

free Uniform 

To first 10 New 

Students!

u	Infused Organic Olive Oils
u	Flavored Balsamic Vinegars
u	Available For Private Tasting Events!
u	Gluten-Free Foods

203 Glenway St. • Belmont, North Carolina 28012 • 704.689.4821 • info@olive2live.com

www.olive2live.com

Complimentary oliVe oil anD BalSamiC VineGar taStinG.

facebook.com/olive2live

$5 OFF 
On Any $25 purchase.* 

Cannot be combined with any other offer, 
must mention ad to receive discount. 

Expires 1.15.12

Gift Baskets!

k Classical Acupuncture
k A Complete Medicine Able 
 To Treat Many Conditions
k Facial Rejuvenation

203 Glenway St. • Belmont, North Carolina 28012 • 704-825-1584 • info@baishen.org
facebook.com/baishenacupuncture

Shari H. Miller, L.Ac.

704-825-1584

www.baishen.org$10 OFF 
On Any Acupuncture 

Treatment.* 
*Cannot be combined with any other 

offer, must mention ad to receive 
discount. Expires 1.15.12
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Merry Christmas 
  From The Staff At

Salon202
Gift Certificates are available!

Salon 202 • 202 Market St. • SuiteE • Cramerton, NC
704.824.1093 • www.salon-202.com

$15 OFF
Any Chemical Service
One coupon per customer please. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer.
Expires 1.15.12

$5 OFF
Any Shampoo, Cut & Style
One coupon per customer please. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer.
Expires 1.15.12

Locations: Gastonia, Asheville, Lenoir, Hickory, Morganton and Statesville

The Music Center 
would like to wish you and yours 

a joyous holiday season.

940 E. Franklin Blvd.    Gastonia    704-861-1037

Guitar Repair
Acoustic, Electric, Vintage
704-361-5453
www.fretgarage.com

Bil Jones, LuthierWe Buy Vintage Guitars & Amps

Happy 
Holidays
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about the cover features

our staff
PUBLISHER
DAVID HAMRICK

CONTRIBUTING PHOTOGRAPHERS
RICK HAITHCOx PHOTOGRAPHy
DAVID HAMRICK
SUSAN LAMBERT

SALES
DAVID HAMRICK

DESIGN
DAVID JAMES

CONTRIBUTING WRITERS
BEN DUNGAN
GLENN SAWyER
GLENN STRyKER

PROJECT MANAGER
SUSAN LAMBERT 

FINANCE
LINDA HAMRICK

This months cover shows detail from the New 
Thomas Kinkade painting “The Lights Of 
Christmastown”,* commissioned by McAdenville 
local Jay McCosh. See related story page 10. 
Cover graphic design by David James.

*©Copyright 2011 Thomas Kinkade, The Thomas Kinkade Company, Morgan Hill, CA

Gaston Alive! Magazine is published monthly in the Gaston County, 
NC area by Art FX Media. All editorial contained within is the property 
of the publisher and cannot be reproduced in whole or in part without 
written permission. The publisher accepts no liability for the accuracy 
of statements made by the writers or advertisers. ©2011 Art FX Media.

To be part of our team, or to submit art, photo or story ideas, please 
email us at: info@gastonalive.com

16 Oak Grove St.
Mt. Holly, NC 28120
www.gastonalive.com
704-827-9101

Advertising Info: 704.650.8330
info@gastonalive.com
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GA!: Jay, congratulations on the new 
painting! I understand that it has been a 
four year process-was the painting your 
idea originally?
Jay: Growing up in Gastonia, McAdenville was an annual 
tradition for us as it is for many people. When we relocated 
the gallery here from Carolina Place four and a half years 
ago, I instantly thought based on Thom’s work that it would 
be a natural choice as it already resembles much of 
Thom’s work and when you add the element of Christmastown to it, the idea seemed more than obvious.  
So the first chance I got I started pitching the idea to the company.

GA! Tell us a little about the process of how the painting came about- you 
took hundreds of pictures of McAdenville…
Jay: The last few years when Thom’s brother Patrick would come 
for an event here in the gallery in December I told him it was his 
penance to come to McAdenville this time of year every year until 
Thom painted it. So, early 2010 Pat finally got the “go ahead” 
from Thom that he would do it. Since then Pat and I have planned 
the painting and I took hundred of photos of all the elements 
I thought we needed to include in the painting, from different 
angles and different times of day and different seasons.

GA!  Was Thom’s brother Patrick involved?
Jay: As well as helping to plan the painting, he was also Thom’s 
Art Director on this one, since he had spent so much time here over the last few years and felt so strongly 
that Thom should celebrate this town on canvas.

GA! What about the number of pieces available as compared to a normal 
Kinkade piece?
Jay: Being this is such a special piece, the number is extremely low compared to his normal releases.

GA!: How can folks find out more, or see the actual artwork?
Jay: They can call us, stop by or check out our website at www.christmastowngallery.com

GA!: For those that haven’t been, tell us a little about your gallery.
Jay: The gallery started over in Carolina Place Mall over 16 
years ago. When the former gallery owner retired I took it 
over and we were only there a year when a great opportunity 
came to move it here to McAdenville. Since the initial move 
we have already moved once within McAdenville with 4 times 
our original space here in town. Now we are the only Thomas 
Kinkade Signature Gallery in the Charlotte area, with over 100 
of his pieces on display at any given time.

The Christmastown 
Thomas Kinkade Signature Gallery

129 1/2 Main Street  •  McAdenville, North Carolina, 28101
Ph: 704-823-1550  •  www.christmastowngallery.com

e Christmastown

Thomas Kinkade’s 
Newest Creation Is Called

The Lights Of 
Christmastown

We met recently with Jay McCosh , owner of the Christmastown 
Thomas Kinkade Signature Gallery in McAdenville to find out more 
about the exciting new painting called “The Lights of Christmastown”.

By 
David Hamrick

Dr. Patrick Kinkade, brother of artist 
Thomas Kinkade

Ronda Bunch, Director Of Creative Development 
and Master Highlighter highlights a painting.
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Call Now for Your Free Consultation! 
Check Out Our Success Stories Online at

www.CarolinasWeightLossInstitute.net

1-800-496-1832 
1846 E Franklin Blvd, Gastonia NC

Lose One Pound a Day and Get Your New Year’s Resolution Out of Your Way!* 
Physician supervised weight loss program with customized hCG analysis.

Weight Loss Designed For Your Body!
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Dr. Lidia Adkins, PKT, D.C. 

DecemBer SpeciaL: 
Free One mOnth 

ViBratiOn pLate With 
YOur purchaSe.

($100 Value)

Gift Certificates Available!

We have Expanded
	 u	more showroom space
	 u	New jewelry lines
	 u	new ecommerce site

No time? Shop online... 
www.shopfacetfoundry.com

704-867-5332

549 Highland Street
PO Box 486

Mt. Holly, NC 28120

Please visit us online at www.spurlinfamilydentistry.com

The Cerec® System–One appointment,
no temporary crown and no waiting 
for 3 weeks to get the final crown. 

Call Today For More Information!
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Purchase 10 Blinds Or More And Receive An Additional 10% Off! 
Call Budget Blinds 

704-864-8778
Call us for a high quality, affordable and efficient shopping experience or visit us

online at www.budgetblinds.com.

any select Signature  
Series window treatment.25% off Offer expires 1-15-12

Plus-purchase 10 blinds or more and recieve an additional 10% off!

Blinds, Shades, Draperies, 
Shutters & More!

Did You Know?
Real wood shutters are not only gorgeous, but they are also one of the most energy 
efficient window coverings available. Smart upgrades , including a tilt rod and 
motorization, make them easy to adjust. Call Budget Blinds today and we’ll bring 
you our full selection of warm, rich stains and vibrant paint finishes.

any select Signature  
Series window treatment.25% off Offer expires 1-15-12

Plus-purchase 10 blinds or more and recieve an additional 10% off!

FREE In-Home
Consultation!
•	Personal	Style	Consultants

•	Great	Selection	Of	Brands	
 And Styles

•	“Expert	Fit”	Measuring
 And Installation

•	Over	1,100	Consultants

We’re The Right 
Fit For You!
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M U S I C
In his teen years, Darin played in a garage band with his brother Devon, 
playing mostly popular rock and roll on the radio. About the same time he 
was attending local bluegrass jams around the area, and before too long 
he was in a bluegrass band playing at local churches and festivals. Darin 
is known to play almost anything with strings on it, but in the beginning 
was primarily a guitar player. He learned to play the mandolin almost by 
accident. While practicing with his bluegrass band as a teen, the mandolin 
player was struggling trying to learn the opening to a song. Darin picked up 
the mandolin and said “play it like this!” The mandolin player shook his head 
and said “You just keep the mandolin, I’ll play something else”.

You’d think getting married and settling down would slow a man down. Not so with Darin. He and his 
wife, Brooke Justice Aldridge, have kept the music playing. Brooke grew up with music as well, but 
in a different venue. Growing up in Avery County in the mountains, Brooke had a pretty amazing alto 
voice even as a youngster. Her family drove her to singing competitions far and wide, which she almost 

always won. With Darin’s instrumental virtuosity, and Brookes’ one in a 
million voice, they are a bluegrass dream team. This husband and wife 
duo continues to play music all over the country and have just released 
their third album, “So Much In Between”, back in August of this year.

Darin and Brooke, also known as America’s Bluegrass Sweethearts, aim 
to uplift and inspire with the music they create. All twelve songs chosen 
for this latest album does just that showcasing such themes as happiness, 
faith and love. In fact, four of the twelve songs have love in the title.

With So Much In Between, Darin and Brooke are keeping their momentum going from their previous 
album. They burst on the national scene in 2010 with the release of their self-titled album. As a result, 
they have garnered quite a bit of attention and notoriety. Just this past summer, the International 
Bluegrass Music Association (IBMA) nominated them for Emerging Artist of the Year. 

And while bluegrass circles have long been a fan of Darin’s work, he is reaching a newer audience 
with his work with Brooke. The new album is a little more Americana and country sounding than past 
albums. Yet, it’s still rooted in the bluegrass and gospel music that both he and Brooke are known for.

Even some heavy hitters in Nashville are taking notice. The great 
country singer and songwriter, Tom T. Hall, makes an appearance 
on the new album. Not only did he write a song for Darin & Brooke, 
but he even sneaks in some vocals on his song, “Our Little World”.

With the help of talented new band members Rachel Johnson 
Boyd and Dwayne Anderson, along with veteran Chris Bryant, 
Brooke and Darin are poised to make 2012 they best year yet for 
the sweethearts of bluegrass.

To learn more about Darin and Brooke Aldridge, 
visit them online at www.DarinandBrookeAldridge.com.

by Ben Dungan
& David Hamrick
bdungan@charter.net

Darin Aldridge has been a staple in local bluegrass circles for quite a long time now. This Cherryville 
native has had stints with several well-known bands; The Country Gentlemen, The Circuit Riders, 
and Acoustic Syndicate. For a fairly young guy, Darin is a long-time veteran of the music business, 
getting his start playing music at around age 8 at home with his family. His mother, who gave him 
his first guitar, played guitar and clogged, and his granddad on his mom’s side was a well-known 
bluegrass picker and player, so there was always music around.

The Sweethearts 
Of Bluegrass

Gaston County’s 
Darin & Brooke Aldridge Are

Darin & Brooke Aldridge and band.
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Time Is Fleeting! 
Capture Those Fleeting Moments 
With Keepsake Photographs You’ll 
Treasure Forever.

Call today to set for an appointment 
to capture all the generations of 
your family in an artistic photo 
portrait by North Carolina’s 
celebrated photographer 
Rick Haithcox.

704-922-7696
www.rickhaithcox.com

Can Your CD Match

Guaranteed for
5 Years

3.75%

Call Today!

aHB-001

Single premium deferred annuities are guaranteed for 5,7, or 10 years. Should you choose to 
continue the annuity after the fifth, seventh, or tenth year guarantee period, the minimum rate 
guarantee is 1% for contracts issued on 2011. Interest rates effective  7/15/2011 are subject 
to change without notice. Quoted interest rates do not reflect optional liquidity riders. If you 
choose to add any of the available  liquidity riders the interest rate will be reduced accordingly. 
Early withdrawals may be subject to Surrender Charges and Market value adjustments. The IRS 
may impose penalties fior early withdrawals from qualified plans. Contracts issued by Sentinel 
Security life Insurance Company.

Ph: 704-825-1560

Are You “Sick Of” 
The Current Bank 

CD Rates?
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CookinG
This is the Holiday issue of Gaston Alive! and instead of our usual recipe this month I thought I would 

talk about a charitable event that is held every year in Mount Holly. The event is a wine tasting event 
where the proceeds go to Hospice of Gaston County. What an amazing cause and just as amazing are the 
individuals who dedicate their time and efforts. This is a great event where quite a few special people in 
the community work extremely hard to ensure that all that attend have an exceptional experience.

While the wines and foods are a great part of the evening, there is also a silent auction that is held. The 
silent auction has everything from works of art, to gift certificates to spas and restaurants. One of the silent 
auction items the last two years has been an evening of cooking provided by Cooking with the Glenn’s. Not 
to sound like I am bragging here, but we usually fetch a pretty penny. All of the proceeds that have been 
collected from the Cooking with the Glenn’s event have gone directly to Hospice.

This year we just recently were able to cook for the party of six that bid and won the evening with us (by 
the way they have been the top bidders the last two years). They are phenomenal individuals and we have 
really enjoyed cooking for them.

Here is our menu from this year’s dinner:
Cocktails
Lemon Drop Martini’s with an amuse-bouche of salmon
Appetizers consisted of a Selection of Wood Fired Italian Oven Flat 
Breads (Glenn has one at his house)!
Fig and Goat Cheese
Mushroom and Manchego
Pear with Sautéed Onion and Gorgonzola
Salad Course
Mandarin Orange, Goat Cheese and Shaved Fennel with 
Mixed Baby Green Salad
Soup Course
Seven Mushroom Soup

Dinner
Pork Loin Chops Stuffed with Goat Cheese and Sundried Tomatoes, 
Creamed Spinach and Rosemary Roasted Fingerling Potatoes

Dessert
Chocolate Toffee Pecan Tart with a Crème Anglaise Sauce

with the

 Glenns

>>Article continued on Page 20.
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Hickory Grove Road! 3 BR! 
Convenient to East Gaston 
High School! Large lot! 
$144,500

Mount Holly! High Ceilings! 
Potential 2nd Liv Qtrs: Garage 
apt! Add’l acreage available! 
$189,900

Belmont townhome! Enjoy 
DT convenience! Granite in 
kitchen! Walk to park! $148,500

Huntersville! 0.9 ac! 3 
fireplaces! Enjoy space and 
convenience! $149,900

Belmont! Vaulted great room! 
3 BR with split plan! Fireplace! 
Large level yard! $139,900

Access our Mobile Web Site 
from your smartphone!

CRS, GRI, Licensed NC 
Residential Real 
Estate Appraiser, Real Estate 
Broker, Realtor®

e-Pro, Real Estate Broker, 
SFR and Realtor®

www.ScottFarmerProperties.com

LOTS and ACREAGE 
Lake Wylie!: $598,000 • Robinwood Lake waterfront! $169,900 • Cramer Mtn! $29,900 • Lincoln County: 
Conserv’cy protected-Owner Financing on 1.6 ac $18,500 • Conservancy protected 25 ac with owner 

financing - $129,900! • 25 ac (protected!): Lincoln County: $149,900! • 4.5 ac near Mountain Island Lake - 
$150,000! • Mt Holly! 18.9 ac! Water/Sewer Available! $219,000 • Belle Meade lots: $27,500 • 8.3 Acres 

in Mount Holly$59,900 • Mt Holly 71 ac Conservancy protected $432,000 • Belmont: 1.47 ac $59,900 
Mt Holly: 3 ac: $49,900 • Mt Holly: $20,000 • Sedgewood in Lincoln County: $22,900 and $23,900

Country charm! Porches! Rock 
fireplace! $149,900

So much space! Mt Holly! 3 
bedrooms! Fireplace in great 
rm! $109,900

Gastonia! 3 bedrooms! 2 full 
baths! Updates! Hardwoods! 
$119,900

Short Sale! Mount Holly! 
Hardwoods! 4 BR: Master &  
2nd down! Full basement! 
$179,900

Real Estate Broker, 
and Realtor®

Mt Holly! Business Zoned 
near Hwy 27! Over 1400 sq ft! 
$129,900

Commercial! Great visibility! 
Perfect small business office! 
$275,000

Glenmere executive estate! 5 BR, 
exquisite details and room sizes! 
$775,000

As Seen On 

HGTV!

Deertrack ranch! 3 BR/2BA! 
Great rm with fireplace! 
Bright kitchen! $112,500

Gastonia SHORT SALE! 3 BR 
+ 2 full +1 half BA! Over 1500 
sq ft!  $52,000

Old world charm & elegance in 
Gastonia! Beautiful brick home with 
exceptional details! $189,900

Gastonia brick patio home! 3 BR, 3.5 
baths! High end details! Elegance 
inside and outside! $339,900

Interest rates at historic lows and brand new Ryland Homes at amazing prices! PLUS, these homes are eligible for 100% 
USDA financing! Only 6 2 brand new homes remaining, priced from $169,999 to $219,999! 
Ask us about buyer incentives!  Enjoy the pool, pool house and playground! 

Executive home! Extensive detailing! 
Outdoor living! Resort at home! 
$579,900

Colony Woods’ stately brick home! 
Hardwood floors! Fireplace! $199,900

Gated Heatherloch! Single level 
living! Updated kitchen! Attached 
garage! Sunroom! $339,900

Short Sale! Waterfront! Flexible 
space! Master on Main! $499,900

Belmont! Single level! 4 BR Detached 
2nd garage! Screened porch! $429,900

5 bedrooms! Full brick! Flexible living space! 
Beautiful exterior living areas! $315,000

pending

pending pending

pending
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CookinG

1 cup all-purpose flour, plus more 
for dusting
1/2 cup Dutch-process cocoa powder
1/2 cup confectioners’ sugar
1/4 teaspoon salt
1 stick cold unsalted butter, cut into 
1/2-inch pieces
1 large egg, beaten

For the Dough:
1 1/2 cups pecan halves
10 tablespoons unsalted butter
6 tablespoons granulated sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
1/4 teaspoon kosher salt
2/3 cup light corn syrup
1/4 cup packed dark brown sugar
3 large eggs, beaten
3 tablespoons bourbon

For the Filling:

Directions
Make the dough: Pulse the flour, cocoa, confectioners’ sugar and salt in a food processor 
until combined. Add the butter; pulse until the mixture looks like coarse meal with pea-
size bits of butter. Add the egg and pulse once or twice. (Stop before the dough gathers 
into a ball.) Turn out onto a sheet of plastic wrap and press into a disk. Wrap tightly and 
refrigerate until firm, at least 1 hour.

Place the dough on a large sheet of lightly floured parchment paper. Roll into a 12-
inch round, no more than 1/8 inch thick. Invert the dough over a 9-inch tart pan with a 
removable bottom and peel off the parchment; press the dough into the bottom and sides 
of the pan. (If the dough tears, just pat it back together.) Trim the excess dough. Cover with 
plastic wrap and chill at least 1 hour.

Position racks in the middle and lower third of the oven; preheat to 350 degrees F. Line 
the crust with foil, then fill with pie weights or dried beans. Bake on the middle rack, 20 minutes. Remove the foil and 
weights and continue baking until crisp, 7 to 10 minutes. Transfer to a rack to cool completely.

Prepare the filling: Coarsely chop 1 cup pecans. Combine the butter, granulated sugar, vanilla and kosher salt in a 
saucepan and bring to a boil over medium-high heat. Cook, stirring, until the mixture turns dark amber, 6 to 8 minutes. 
Immediately stir in the chopped pecans and cook 1 to 2 more minutes. Remove from the heat and whisk in the corn 
syrup and brown sugar until dissolved. Cool until lukewarm, then whisk in the eggs and bourbon until combined. (The 
tart can be made 1 day ahead up to this point; cover and refrigerate the filling and wrap the cooled crust in plastic wrap.)

Increase the oven temperature to 375 degrees F. Place the tart shell on a baking sheet and pour in the filling up to the 
brim. Arrange the remaining 1/2 cup pecan halves on top. Bake on the lower oven rack until the tart is evenly browned 
and slightly domed in the center, about 40 minutes. Transfer to a rack to cool completely.

This year the Hospice event entitled Have a Heart for Hospice will be on Thursday, February 9th. Be on the look out for 
further information regarding this event in next month’s issue. 

Have a very Merry Christmas and Happy New Year,

Glenn and Glenn

Chocolate Toffee Pecan Tart with a Crème Anglaise Sauce
ingredients

Chocolate
Toffee Pecan

 with the 

Glenns
>>Continued from Page 17.

Want to Go?
have A heart For hospice

To buy tickets, donate goods or services or help sponsor the 
event, contact Ann Davis 704.861.8405 • davisa@gmh.org

When: Feb 9, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Where: Mount Holly Community Center
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Fine Arts Academy
art • banjo • cello • cornet • creative writing • drama • drum-kit • etiquette classes/seminars for all ages • euphonium

flower arranging • flute • golf • guitar • homeschool art/music • jewelry making • native american flute
oil painting • percussion • photography • photography club • photoshop • photo day trips • piano • pottery

preschool art • sculpture • string bass • string ensemble • summer music camp • suzuki piano • suzuki violin
tapestry weaving • trombone • tuba • trumpet • viola • violin • voice • weaving • woodwinds

www.fineartsacademybelmont.com Ph: 704-825-3758Gift Certificates Available

Spring Registration Has Begun–Register Now!

E	In-Home Lactation Consults
E	Newborn Nursing Service
E	Safe Sleep Training
E	All Employees Are RN’s Or Lactation
	 Consultants,	CPR	Certified
E	Licensed	And	Insured
E	Ask About Our Custom Nursery Murals!

www.blissfulbaby.org	•	704-519-9509

“Extra Help for the Holidays!”
and in the starburst where it says ask about custom 
murals, ---take that out and put in
Gift Certificates Available!

Gift Certificates	Available!

Extra	Help	for	the	Holidays!Have A Newborn? 
Need Sleep?

•	 Swedish	Massage
•	 Hot	Stone	Therapy
•	 Deep	Tissue	Massage

www.bodygotmassage.com	
704-689-0389

	Just	2	minutes	Off	I-85	in	Gastonia!Tammy Norris 
LMBT #9474

“Your	Life...Live	Healthy,	by	Massage.”

80-Minute	Massage	With	
Hot	Stones	Only

One coupon per customer please. 
Cannot be combined with any other 
offer. Expires 1.31.12

$60

HOLIDaY	STreSS?
De-stress	With	a	relaxing	Massage!

Gift	Certificates	available!
***NEW HOURS***

Mon.-Fri.	9	a.m.-6	p.m.,	Sat.	9	a.m.-1	p.m.

AWESOmE HOlidAy dEAl!

(reg $120)
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Capture 
Your Beauty 
In Fashion

Hours:
Mon.-Sat. 10 a.m. til 7 p.m.

3900 East Franklin Blvd., 
Gastonia, NC 28056

704-879-9297

704-825-1993
anna.hastings@decoratingden.com

www.decdens.com/ahastings

Anna McMahan Hastings
Decorator/Owner

Call for your 
Complimentary Consultation!

Custom Window Treatments | Furniture | Lighting | Floor Coverings | Accessories

Visa and mastercard accepted. 
90 days same as cash.

Each franchise is independently owned and operated.

Give your Home a new year’s 
facelift! Custom lined Draperies 

starting at $170/panel!

Be sure to Check out 
my new Blog!

www.decoratingtipsbyanna.com



24

• Licensed, Insured, Bonded
• Each Team Is Uniformed, Background Checked,  
   And Supervised
• Residential, Commercial, New Construction
• Weekly, Biweekly, Monthly, One Time
• Also Offer Window And Carpet Cleaning
• In Business Since 2002

$20 OFF
ANy CARpET CLEANINg OvER $100

With this coupon. One coupon per customer. New customers only. 
Includes house, carpet, and window cleaning. Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 1.15.12

704-460-2900 • 704-864-0002
www.spotlessresidentialcleaning.com

Natalie’s staff has cleaned my house for at least 5 years, and they clean my 
parents’ home  as well. They are thorough, careful, and reliable. I’m very pleased 

with her service and would certainly recommend them to others.  
  –Nancy P.

All major credit cards accepted.

$20 OFF
ANy SERvICE OF $100 OR MORE

With this coupon. One coupon per customer. New customers only. 
Includes house, carpet, and window cleaning. Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 1.15.12

$40 OFF
ANy SERvICE OF $200 OR MORE

With this coupon. One coupon per customer. New customers only. 
Includes house, carpet, and window cleaning. Not valid with other offers. 

Expires 1.15.12

It’s Time For 
Carpet Cleaning!

CALL US 
FOR HOLIdAy 
CLEANINg!

gIFT CERTIFICATES 

ARE AvAILABLE!

gREAT FOR CHRISTMAS!

• Landscape Design + 
 Installation
• Walkways + Patios
• Night Lighting
• Retaining Walls
• Outdoor Kitchens
• Outdoor Living Areas
• Fireplaces

About Us 
RDS Landscaping and Design is a full service landscape and maintenance company that has 
provided professional services to the Charlotte Metro region since 1996. At RDS we specialize in 
design and installation of patios, retaining walls, and landscapes. In March of 2011 RDS Landscaping 
and Design opened The Garden Shed. Stop by our Garden Center in downtown Stanley for a great 
selection of annuals, perennials, trees, shrubs, and great seasonal gift items. We have a very 
knowledgeable staff to assist you.

The Outdoor Living Specialist!
Beginning with an architectural design of your space, RDS Landscaping and Design will install an 
outdoor living area to meet the needs of your family. Start to finish, your new living area can include 
custom stone, brick, pavers, cultural stone, landscaping, low voltage lighting, gas appliances, 
lanterns, firepits and more. Contact us for a free 1 hour consultation.

Garden Walk and Talk!
Schedule a session with a professional landscape designer to Walk and Talk in your yard and garden. 
We will design your outdoor living space, providing a plant list and do it yourself information. 

603 North Main Street, Stanley, NC
704.822.1625 • www.rdslandscaping.com • www.thegardenshednow.com

Serving Gaston County Since 1996!

Call 704-822-1625 today to schedule your appointment.
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Roofing
•	Metal
•	Copper
•	Asphalt	Shingles
•	Chimney	Caps
•	Ornate	Metal	Work	(Cupolas,
	 Finials,	Etc.)
•	Certified	Duro-Last	Installer
Gutters
•	5”,	6”,	Half	Round
•	Commercial	Box	Gutters
•	Aluminum	&	Copper

Storm Damage? 
Need A New Roof?
GGCI-Is Your One Stop Shop For Roofing, 
Gutters, Windows & Siding!

Jim Thompson & Son
980-522-1248

Give Us A  
Call Today!

Bryan Leftwich
704-860-1192

Wayne Jenkins
704-914-5394

Tom Lilly
704-879-1283

Office: 704-879-4384 • Gutterguysconstruction.com

gastonalive.com

Up On
The Roof
WITH GGCI
 p10

Kitchen, Bath, Or

Lordy, Lordy, Jimbos’ 40! 
Be Sure To Wish Jim 

A Happy 40th!

General Contractor With 22 Years 
Experience! Talk To Us About Your 
Needs, Ideas, And Budget-We Listen!

910 W. 1st Street • Lowell, NC 28098
Gutterguysconstruction.com
704-879-4384Bobby Horne, Designer

GGCI Construction

Your Imagination 
Is The Limit!

gastonalive.com
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Up On
The Roof
WITH GGCI
 p10

Kitchen, Bath, Or
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Dr. James P. McCarthy, D.M.D., PA
1349-A East Garrison Blvd.  •  Gastonia

704.867.7988
jamesmccarthydmd.com

Family and Cosmetic Dentistry

Feel Good
about your

Smile
and your dentist.

Merry Christmas!

1 4 0  N o r t h  M a i n  S t r e e t  B e l m o n t ,  N C
( B e s i d e  3  H i p  C h i c k s )

704-305-2048 • www.meesejewelry.com

For A GiFt As 
UniqUe As she is...

Meese Jewelry Co.
Bridal • Design • Repair



27

	
  

Comprehensive Eye Exams • Surgical Eye Care Primary Eye Care • Glasses • 
Contacts • Sunglasses • LASIK • Eyelid Lifts • Hearing Tests • Hearing Aids 

Gaston Eye Associates 
Gastonia (704) 853.3937 • Dallas (704) 922.9808 • www.gastoneye.com 

Bob K. McCullen, MD • Robert L. Sullivan, OD • Michael J. Lund, MD 
Rey Garrido, OD • M. Todd Brown, MD • J. Philip Foster, OD 

Josh W. Baker, OD • Joshua T. Ziebell, OD 

We do it all. 
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Free Consultation
To Discuss Your Health Concern. 

Most Insurance Accepted, 
Cash Plans Available.

Dr. David D. Demperio, DC

 Licensed Massage Therapist On Staff

Safe and effective relief of headaches, 
neck pain and lower back pain.

704-825-9799

Personal Injury/Auto Accident Cases
Workman’s Compensation
Sports Injury
Children’s Chiropractic Care
Most Insurance Accepted

5803 Wilkinson Blvd. • Belmont, NC 28012 • www.BelmontChiropractic.Demperio.com

Dr. Avanda J. Demperio, DC

Belmont 
chiropractic center

$2.49 Cleaners*

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays

703 Union Road • Suite 1 • Gastonia, NC 28054

704-869-9644
E. Garrison Blvd.
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Price List

Dry Clean Items $2.49*

Comforters (any size) $22.50
Men’s Laundered Shirts $1.49

(with dry cleaning)
Starched Pants $3.50

Private Pet Cremation
Home Burial Services
Pre-Plan Arrangements
Transportation Services
Complete Line Of 
Memorial Products

compassionate 
	 and	dignified	care.

www.mcleanfuneral.com • 704-874-PAWS (7297)

...Because We Know Pets  
 Are Loved Ones Too.

RRR U B I C O N
D E S I G N
704.806.0675 | cell
dj@rubicondesign.com
rubicondesign.com

rubicon design  |  po box 943  |  belmont, nc 28012

cross over into a whole new world.

rubicon design is a full-service graphic design 
firm, offering strategic, creative marketing and 

visual communications solutions in the areas of 
corporate identity, logo design, direct mail, 

catalogs, brochures, packaging, menus and 
website design.
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“I Just Love That 
  Little
Magazine!”

To Advertise your business, product, or service, 
call 704-827-9101 or info@gastonalive.com

Check us out on the Web and become a fan of GA! on Facebook today!
gastonalive.com   •  facebook.com/gastonalive

“Looking back, advertising with Gaston Alive! was one of the smartest 
marketing decisions we’ve made... As a new company, we’ve had a 
30% growth rate in our first year, and are proud to attribute much of 
that to advertising with Gaston Alive!. We look to advertise with them 
for years to come as an integral part of our marketing strategy”

  –Taylor Smith, Owner, Southampton Swim & Racquet Club

Professional Cleaning 
With A Personal Touch!

Lynn’s 
Cleaning

•	15	Years	Experience
•	Call	For	Referrals!
•	Free	Estimates
•	Weekly,	Bi-weekly,	Monthly	Options
•	Residential,	Commercial
•	Insured
•	Reasonable	Rates

“I’ve used Lynn for several years-
ever since I moved here. We live in 
a gated community, and there are at least 4 or 5 
folks here that use her. She is very honest and 
dependable-I would definitely recommend her!”
        – Marlene P.-Satisfied Client!

Lynn Huffstetler

$20	OFF
THe FirsT CLeaning

*Cannot	be	combined	with	other	offers.	Expires	1/15/12.

*

704-214-1999	•	lynnhvnc@aol.com

Give	a	gift	of	
professional	

cleaning! 
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More Than 90,000 People Are Admitted 
Each Year To The Emergency Room 
Because Of Ladder Accidents!

NEvER CLEAN OuT YOuR 
GuTTERs AGAiN!
Let Kanga Roof Hop To It And Install 
No Clog Gutter Guards!*

Call Mark Zimmerman at 704-820-6633
or visit our web site www.ZimmermanEnterprises.com

$150 Off
Any GuttEr 

JOb OvEr $1000
Expires 1/15/12.

*Can Be Installed On Existing 
Gutters To Save You Big $$$

Free
Gutter Cleaning 
With a 17 Point 

Roof Inspection!*

*Up to 100 feet of gutter, 
Expires 1/15/12.

Owner: Mark Zimmerman
Your Roofing Specialist

ZimmermanEnterprises.com

704-820-6633

Gaston County Owned 
and Operated In 

Business since 1984

Call Mark Zimmerman!

WE anSWER OuR phOnES and givE pROMpt, fRiEndlY SERvicE.  
WE ShOW up On tiME SO WE dOn’t WaStE YOuR tiME.

When you really need a roofer fast-just call 
Kanga Roof! We’ll hop right to it and fix your 
roof problem pronto! and we back it up with 
our hop to it guarantee!

do You have:
1. Ceiling spots inside your home.
2. Algae (those unsightly streaks on
 your shingles.
3. Buckling or curling of shingles.
4.  Missing shingles or tiles.
5. Mold or rotting under eaves or
 in attic.
6. Damaged flashing
7. Granules of asphalt in your gutters.
8. Improper venting-stuffy or moist attic.

Is Your Roof Ready  
For Winter?
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&Gaston  County

FREE DEssERt
1Cheesecake to share, 

with Purchase of 2 Entrees and 2 Drinks.
One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 1.15.12.

AmberJack seafood & steaks
4253 South New Hope Road, Gastonia
704-824-5502 • www.amberjackseafood.com
$-$$$

Backwoods
119 North Main Street, Mt. Holly
704-820-8098
$-$$

Center street  tavern
115 Center Street, Cramerton
704-823-3000 • www.centerstreettavern.com
$-$$

Christy’s Place 
1015 West Catawba Avenue, Mount Holly
704-827-2411  
$

City Café
128 South Main Street, Mount Holly
704-822-1450 • www.citycafe.us
$-$$

Hickory tavern
1925 Hoffman Road, Gastonia
704-917-0450 • www.thehickorytavern.com
$-$$

Friends sports Bar & Grill
16 North Main Street, Belmont
704-825-1401• www.friendssportsbarandgrill.net
$-$$

JAX Backstreet tavern
55 Glenway St, Belmont
704-825-1776 • www.JAXBackstreet.com
$-$$

Johnny B’s Pizza Pad & Watering Hole
106 N Main St, Belmont
704-825-8900 • www.jbspizzapad.com
$-$$

La Fuente Mexican Grill
3070 East Franklin Boulevard, Gastonia
704-866-7744
$-$$

Lotus
1941 Hoffman Road, Suite 1, Gastonia
704.853.1698 • www.eatatlotus.com
$-$$$

Nick’s steak & taphouse
182 S South Street, Gastonia
704-867-6777 • www.nicksgastonia.com
$$-$$$

Old stone steakhouse
23 S. Main Street, Belmont
704-825-9999 • www.oldstonesteakhouse.com
$-$$$

Original Flip Flops Grills and spirits
3908 East Franklin Boulevard, Gastonia
704-824-8757 • www.flipflopsgrille.com
$-$$

Ranucci’s BBQ & Grill
403 E. Catawba Street, Belmont
704-825-4472 • www.ranuccis.com
$-$$

Riverside Fish House
1341 Dallas Stanley Hwy, Dallas
704-922-8360
$-$$ 

Rodi
245 West Garrison Blvd., Suite H, Gastonia
704.864.7634 • www. rodiworld.com
$-$$

sake Express (3 Locations)
675 Park Street, Belmont • 704-461-0400
116 N. New Hope Road, Gastonia • 704-864-4466
349 W. Charlotte Ave. Mt. Holly • 704-827-4819
www.thesakeexpress.com
$-$$

sakura Japanese Restaurant
3758 East Franklin Boulevard, Gastonia
704-823-3388 • www.sakuragastonia.com
$-$$

tequila’s Mexican Grill & taqueria
238 West Main Avenue, Gastonia
704-867-8050 • www.tequilasgastonia.com
$-$$

thai House
4008 E Franklin Blvd, Gastonia
704-823-1797 • www.thaihouse.us.com
$-$$

the string Bean Fresh Market & Deli
106 N. Main Street, Belmont
704-825-3636 • www.stringbeanmarket.com
$
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To participate in the next edition, 
or for more information contact 

us at 704-827-9101 or 
info@gastonalive.com

SEAFOOD & STEAKS

Buy One Entrée,
Get One 1/2 OFF!

of equal or lesser value.
Valid Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday only. One coupon per 

customer please. Not valid on steaks and steak combination entree’s 
or All-You-Can-Eat items. Excludes Senior and Children’s menu. Cannot 

be combined with any other offer. Dine-In only. Expires 1.15.12.

CATERiNG C
OuTDOOR DiNiNG
BEER/WiNE 
LivE MuSiC

LE
GE

N
D $ LESS THAN $10

$$ $11-$20
$$$ $21 AND uP

BREAkFAST  B
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DiNNER  D
SuNDAy BRuNCH  SB

Restaurant 
 Dining Guide

Free Lunch!*
*Ask About Our Frequent 

Lunch Card!

L D C
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One coupon per check please. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Dine-in only. Expires 1.15.12.

*With The purchase 
Of An entrée.

D sB

Of Equal Or Lesser Value. 
One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Dine-In only. Menu items only, 
not valid on specials. Expires 1.15.12

Buy One Entrée 
Get One

1/2 OFF
Vaild On Any 

Dinner Entrée

L D

L D C

Medium Fountain Drink
with Entree Purchase.

One coupon per customer. Cannot be combined with 
any other offer. Not valid on specials. Expires 1.15.12

FREE



Come Experience 
A Southern Roots

Christmas!
Christmas Shop Now Open!

704-827-0446
www.southernrootsgardencenter.com • 505 Belmont-Mount Holly Road • Belmont, NC 28012

F	Pre-lit trees and garland.
F	Wreaths, Ornaments, Holiday Decor
F	Byers Choice Carolers (collectibles), 
 seasonal flags & lights.

Arriving The Day After Thanksgiving!-
Fresh Cut NC Christmas Trees & Wreaths!

Co
x 
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d.

Lowell Rd. (Hwy 7)

W

403 E. Catawba Street, Belmont, NC 28012 (East Belmont, behind the Belmont Pharmacy)
Tues – Thurs 11am – 8pm • Fri – Sat 11am – 9pm (Closed Sunday and Monday)

704-825-4472 • www.ranuccis.com

Proudly Serving Ranucci’s Big Butt BBQ — Two-time TOP TEN 
Memphis in May World Championship Award Winners

BBQ, BURGERS & DOGS
DINE-IN • CARRY-OUT • CATERING

$1 OFF
with purchase of a 
sandwich, burger, 
or dog with side! Gift Certificates Available

Makes A Great Holiday Gift!

One coupon per customer. 
Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. 

Not valid on specials. 
Expires 1.15.2012
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704-823-3000 • 115 Center Street • Cramerton, NC • www.centerstreettavern.com

Hours:
Sunday-Thursday
9:00 a.m. til 10:00 p.m.
Friday-Saturday
11:00 a.m. til 11:00 p.m.
Breakfast Hours:
7:00 a.m. til 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Brunch Hours:
9:00 a.m. til 2:00 p.m.

Join Us Saturday Mornings For Breakfast!
Saturday: 7:00 a.m. til 11:00 a.m. 

Also Join Us Sunday For Our Sunday Brunch!
Sundays 9:00 a.m. til 2:00 p.m.

With Christina raine
Cramerton-Tuesday Nights 7:00-9:00 p.m.

(Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place)

LIVE TRIVIA!!

Your Hometown Pub–Located in Historic Downtown Cramerton

$5.00 oFF
any order of 

$25.00 or more
one coupon per customer please. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Dine-In only.

Expires 1.15.12

FrEE
HousE CHIps WItH
purchase of $10 or more.
one coupon per customer please. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Dine-In only.

Expires 1.15.12

one coupon per customer please. Cannot be 
combined with any other offer. Dine-In only.

Expires 1.15.12

Buy One • Get One

1/2 oFF
On Any Lunch Entree

of equal or lesser value.

Daily Lunch And Dinner Specials.Prim
e R

ib Ever
y 

Saturday After
 5 p.m.

PiZZA
Done Right!

106 N. Main St. • Belmont, NC 28012 • 704-825-8900

Locally Owned & Operated since 2004.
Signature hand-tossed pizzas, oven-baked 
hoagies, enormous salads, signature 
appetizers & the area’s BEST WINGS!

www.jbspizzapad.com

We offer a great selection of draft beers, bottled beers, and several wines by the glass.

Johnny B’s 2010 voted
“Gastonia Grizzlies BEST PIZZA”!

$500 OFF
any purchase over $25

One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Expires 1.15.12

1/2 oFF!
Buy any pizza at regular 
menu price, Get 2nd Pizza  

One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Expires 1.15.12

Of equal or lesser value.

Now Open 

In Downtown 

Belmont!
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www.amberjackseafood.com • www.facebook.com/AmberJackSeafoodRestaurant

Hours:
Monday: Closed
Tues.-Thurs.: 11:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.
Friday: 11:00 a.m.–10:00 p.m.
Saturday: 3:00 p.m.–10:00 p.m.
Sunday: 11:00 a.m.–9:00 p.m.

Happy Holidays From AmberJack!

F Casual Dining 
F Relaxed Family Atmosphere
F Fresh Seafood 
F Tender Juicy Steaks
F Unique Flavors
F Beer and Wine Available

SEAFOOD & STEAKS

Join Us For Our Sunday Buffet!! 11 a.m til 4 p.m.

704-824-5502 
4253 South New Hope Road 

(Old Lineberger’s Fish Fry location)
Gastonia, North Carolina 28056

SEAFOOD & STEAKS

$5.00 OFF
any order of $25.00 or more
Valid Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday only. One coupon per 
customer please. Not valid on all-you-can-eat items. Cannot be 

combined with any other offer. Dine-In only. Expires 1.15.12.

Tuesday Night Is 
All-You-Can-Eat 

Alaskan
Snow Crabs!

Southern Railway Station, Cramerton, N.C., circa 1920

Got A Smart Phone?
Download a QR Reader to view our menu. 
We look forward to seeing you!

Daily Lunch Specials Starting At $5.95!

Kids Eat
FREE!†

Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday
4:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. 
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55 Glenway Street  |  Belmont, NC 28012
www.jaxbackstreet.com
Best Wings, Pizza, and Tacos in Belmont!

Take-Out Orders Phone: 
704-825-1776

Daily Food and Drink Specials!

JAXBackstreet

182 S. South Street • Gastonia, NC
704-867-6777
www.nicksgastonia.com

Hours:
Mon.—Sun. Lunch: 1 1 :30 a.m.— 2:30 p.m.
Sun.—Wed. Dinner: 5:00 p.m. — 10:00 p.m.
Thurs.—Sat. Dinner: 5:00 p.m.— 1 1 :00 p.m.
Bar Hours:
Sun.—Wed. 4:00 p.m. — 1 1 :00 p.m.
Thurs.—Sat. 4:00 p.m.— 1 2:00 a.m.

Located In The Historic Webb Theater 
Corner Of South & Franklin Blvd.

Free Lunch!*
*Ask About Our Frequent Lunch Card!

Unique. Dining.
Experience!



36

GA
 1

21
1

Securities offered through Kalos Capital, Inc. and Investment Advisory Services offered through Kalos Management, Inc., both at 3780 Mansell Rd. 
Suite 150, Alpharetta, GA 30022, (678) 356-1100.Belmont Capital Advisors is not an affiliate or subsidiary of Kalos Capital, Inc. or Kalos Management, Inc.

217 Glenway St. • Suite 100 • Belmont, NC
Visit us at www.belmontcapitaladvisors.com

Call our office at: 704-825-1560

Belmont Capital Advisors is a Boutique Financial Firm Specializing In 
Wealth Accumulation, Preservation, And Distribution For Retirees.

JoePat Roop, 
Founder

Worried 
About Taxes?

Has Your Advisor Or CPA Reviewed Your Tax Situation 
For 2011? Now Is The Time To Do A Review, While You 

Can Still Impact Your Situation For 2011 Positively!

Call Kim Or Sharon Today 
To Schedule Your Review at 704-825-1560

Phone:
704-825-1560

Merry Christmas!
From The Staff At Belmont 

Capital Advisors.


