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BEAUTIFUL well maintained home in Cramer Mountain. Master suite with sitting area. 4 
bedrooms. Two car garage. $334,900. Call Don for more details.

BEAUTIFUL brick home in the gated community of Cramer Mountain with circular drive. 
Two car garage. Arched entrance into GR with study/office on main floor. Open concept 
living with all bedrooms on main living area. Large bonus room over garage with walk 
in storage. Ceramic tile in kitchen and baths. Plenty of usable storage. $329,900 
MLS#3009482. Call Don for more details.

BEAUTIFUL brick home with 3 brs/2.5 baths on the golf course on gated Cramer 
Mountain.  This is a private back yard on a corner lot with a circular drive. Views of the 
7th green and fairway are enjoyed from a covered back porch. This is a lovely home and 
very well maintained. MLS#3010631

 Don Conrad
704-813-0306

Thelma Whisnant
704-813-4989

BEAUTIFUL home with over 2 acres, great privacy, easy access to I-85. Fenced in yard 
with mature landscaping & a circular drive. GR & patio great for entertaining. Hws in 
kitchen & foyer. Tiled floor laundry room. Master bath has dual his & her showers & 
toilets with a jacuzzi tub. Security system. Immaculate! $194,000 MLS#2216310 Call 
Don for more details.

INVESTORS. Great rental property. 3brs/1.5ba, gas heat, fenced yard. large living room, 
single carport. $44,500 MLS#2213947. Call Thelma for more details.

SITUATED on over 5 acres, this home was constructed in 1989 & offers large great 
room, eat in kitchen, 2 bedrooms & 2 baths, upstairs loft, Call Thelma for more details. 
$185,000 MLS#2205238

SITUATED on over 5 acres, this home was constructed in 1989 & offers large great EVERYTHING that you would want in a home! This beautiful home sits on 1.64 acres. Gourmet 
kitchen includes island, 2 dishwashers, 2 Ovens, Viking gas cook top, warming oven, Master 
suite has office and sitting area, jetted tub and beautiful ceiling in master bath, finished 
basement with bar, den with fireplace, billiard room, exercise room, wine cellar. Screened 
porch, terrace for entertaining. $980,000 MLS#2185004. Call Thelma for more details.

EVERYTHING that you would want in a home! This beautiful home sits on 1.64 acres. Gourmet 

SOLD!

unDer COnTraCT!

NICE vinyl sided ranch. Split bedroom plan. 3 bedrooms and 2 bath. Front porch. Deck 
on back. $105,000 MLS#3007842. Call Thelma for more details.
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To-Do list
Put up shelving
Hang window treatments
Grout tile f loor
Powerwash deck
Repair kitchen drywall
F ix cabinet hinge
Install smoke detectors
Paint living room

Caulk around tub 
Install moulding
Repair  wood on deck
Install backsplash
Hang mirror in hallway
Change ceiling light bulbs
F ix door knob
Get more free time...
call Mr. Handyman!

P

and he took care  
of everything!

I gave my “ To-Do” list  to 
Mr. Handyman...

be sure to visit mrhandyman.com
Mr. Handyman is a member of the Service Brands International family.

Fully Insured - General Liability and Workers’ Compensation. For franchise information 
call 1-866-822-6105. Each franchise independently owned and operated. Some 
services are subject to state or local licensing requirements and may not be 
available at all Mr. Handyman locations.

$25 OFF
704-824-8870

This coupon is valid for $25 worth of 
services provided by Mr. Handyman. 
Minimum of 4 hours of service. Offer valid one time per household. 

Available at participating locations only. Not valid with any other offer. 
Expires: 11/15/14.

like us on find us on blog.mrhandyman.comfollow us on 
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Thanks to Gaston Alive! magazine for the opportunity and the 
wonderful job you do in advertising businesses for Gaston County. In 
our last GA! article back in January of 2014, Marguerite Stricker, our 
law firm’s managing partner, mentioned that our firm had “a strong 
sense of helping others in a family crisis.” I would now like to take 
this opportunity to further illustrate this concept.

Almost one month ago, our website was visited by an attorney in Maine. We will call him Jack. 
His brother was dying in Hospice at the age of 53 in Graham County, North Carolina. The dying 
man’s 11-year-old son - we will call him JC - was living with his paternal grandmother in NC. The 
crux of the issue was that JC’s mom was coming to pick the boy up and take him back to live with 
her in Philadelphia, PA. JC had spent his entire life in NC and did not want to live in Philadelphia. 
Also, the mother had a history of a lifestyle less than suitable in which to raise a child.

Jack googled the words “guardianship attorney, Cherokee, NC.” Andrew Brandt, another partner 
in our firm, who was previously described by Marguerite Stricker in the January issue of GA! 
as a pragmatic, matter-of-fact planner, designed our website. Normally, the website is the first 
thing people see, and Andrew had our website at the top of the list in Cherokee County for 
guardianships.

We were the second attorney’s office that popped up. The first did not answer their phones, but 
ours answered on the second ring. Jack later commented, “Your firm has a good website and 
when I called, a professional staff answered, and you called me back within five minutes. I tell 
you so that you know these things count.”

I remember the return call, hearing all of the facts that Jack gave, and then his question: “What 
can we do?” I remember scanning the files of my mind and working with Jack. I laid out six 
different ideas I had and told him I needed 12 hours to contemplate all of these options and find 
the best one suitable for JC.

I first spoke with Andrew about the facts, walking through my plans of attack. Andrew is great to 
consult with on a fact pattern. He thinks of the questions to ask that force you to fill in the gaps 
of a story and the possible pitfalls in the logic. I went about clearing my schedule for the next 24 
hours in order to help JC.

Marguerite and I discussed the court docket in Graham County and my six options for JC. There 
was a judicial conference in District 30A, and all District Court Judges were busy, save two. 

We agreed on the best of my six options. Marguerite is 
tremendous at focusing on the best option, and I have 
always consulted with her on considering which path to 
take. She has a mighty compass for deciphering between 
right and wrong.

After getting the ex-parte petition and order for guardianship drafted, I left at 4:00 AM to 
traverse the state. Since the only two available Judges were in Waynesville, NC, I drove from 
Gaston County up to Graham County and got the paperwork filed with the court, then traveled 
back down to Waynesville to argue my petition and have the Judge sign the order. I delivered a 
copy of the signed order to the sheriff’s department in Graham County, left one with the client, 
and filed the signed order with the clerk’s office in Graham County.

JC’s father died at 9:00 that evening, and when JC’s mother came 
to abscond with JC back to Philadelphia, JC’s grandmother called 
the police. Within minutes a sheriff was there and prevented JC 
from leaving his home in North Carolina.

One of the things Stricker Law Firm, PLLC does well is helping 
others in a family crisis. However, we also offer many other 
legal services. The situation with JC could have been much 
easier if there were a will or trust in place dictating who was to become JC’s caregiver. A 
separation agreement or divorce granting custody of JC to one of the parties would have also 
been beneficial. Our firm does all of those documents and they are far less expensive than an 
emergency ex-parte order in 24 hours.

Please call and schedule an appointment to plan 
ahead for all of life’s challenging circumstances. 
However, if you fail to plan and life gives you a 
challenge, please call and we will help you find the 
solution to best fit your goals.

Larry Simonds, Jr. is the litigation coordinator for 
Stricker Law Firm, PLLC. The facts listed above are 
true and accurate, and were given only after the 
clients gave their informed written consent. However, 
names and locations were changed in order to 
preserve the clients’ anonymity.

We Offer:
u Civil Litigation 
u Criminal Defense 
u Estate Planning: Wills, Trusts, Powers of
 Attorney, Health Care Powers of Attorney, Trusts
u Probate
u Guardianships
u Elder Law: Medicaid Planning, Elder Abuse 
 and Exploitation, Veteran’s Benefits
u Real Estate Closing and Disputes

u Family Law: Separation, Divorce,
 Adoptions, Mediation
u Business Succession and Planning:
 Corporations, LLCs establishment

Stricker Law Firm
112 Kenwood Street • Belmont, NC

704-829-8034 • strickerlaw.com

Protecting Your Business 
And Family Since 1999

Stricker Law 
Firm

**Stricker Law Firm, PLLC is celebrating our one year in Belmont anniversary 
Thursday, October 23rd from 4-10 PM. Food, music and fun. RSVP by October 12.

By Larry Simonds, Jr.

gastonalive.com

Your Healthy Pumpkin Fix p.14

A Fresh Look at Fall Decor p.20

For All Your Legal Needs...

Stricker 
Law FirmLaw Firm

p.10
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704-865-4613
Call for pricing:

 thesumnergroup.com   ///   carolinapromotionalproducts.com

Design team at your disposal.

Thousands of items.

Best prices, local service.

CALL TODAY!  Mention this ad and recieve a FREE embroidery set-up.

GA 10.14 Sumner Group Full Page.indd   1 10/3/2014   9:26:23 AM



Thanks to Gaston Alive! magazine for the opportunity and the 
wonderful job you do in advertising businesses for Gaston County. In 
our last GA! article back in January of 2014, Marguerite Stricker, our 
law firm’s managing partner, mentioned that our firm had “a strong 
sense of helping others in a family crisis.” I would now like to take 
this opportunity to further illustrate this concept.

Almost one month ago, our website was visited by an attorney in Maine. We will call him Jack. 
His brother was dying in Hospice at the age of 53 in Graham County, North Carolina. The dying 
man’s 11-year-old son - we will call him JC - was living with his paternal grandmother in NC. The 
crux of the issue was that JC’s mom was coming to pick the boy up and take him back to live with 
her in Philadelphia, PA. JC had spent his entire life in NC and did not want to live in Philadelphia. 
Also, the mother had a history of a lifestyle less than suitable in which to raise a child.

Jack googled the words “guardianship attorney, Cherokee, NC.” Andrew Brandt, another partner 
in our firm, who was previously described by Marguerite Stricker in the January issue of GA! 
as a pragmatic, matter-of-fact planner, designed our website. Normally, the website is the first 
thing people see, and Andrew had our website at the top of the list in Cherokee County for 
guardianships.

We were the second attorney’s office that popped up. The first did not answer their phones, but 
ours answered on the second ring. Jack later commented, “Your firm has a good website and 
when I called, a professional staff answered, and you called me back within five minutes. I tell 
you so that you know these things count.”

I remember the return call, hearing all of the facts that Jack gave, and then his question: “What 
can we do?” I remember scanning the files of my mind and working with Jack. I laid out six 
different ideas I had and told him I needed 12 hours to contemplate all of these options and find 
the best one suitable for JC.

I first spoke with Andrew about the facts, walking through my plans of attack. Andrew is great to 
consult with on a fact pattern. He thinks of the questions to ask that force you to fill in the gaps 
of a story and the possible pitfalls in the logic. I went about clearing my schedule for the next 24 
hours in order to help JC.

Marguerite and I discussed the court docket in Graham County and my six options for JC. There 
was a judicial conference in District 30A, and all District Court Judges were busy, save two. 

We agreed on the best of my six options. Marguerite is 
tremendous at focusing on the best option, and I have 
always consulted with her on considering which path to 
take. She has a mighty compass for deciphering between 
right and wrong.

After getting the ex-parte petition and order for guardianship drafted, I left at 4:00 AM to 
traverse the state. Since the only two available Judges were in Waynesville, NC, I drove from 
Gaston County up to Graham County and got the paperwork filed with the court, then traveled 
back down to Waynesville to argue my petition and have the Judge sign the order. I delivered a 
copy of the signed order to the sheriff’s department in Graham County, left one with the client, 
and filed the signed order with the clerk’s office in Graham County.

JC’s father died at 9:00 that evening, and when JC’s mother came 
to abscond with JC back to Philadelphia, JC’s grandmother called 
the police. Within minutes a sheriff was there and prevented JC 
from leaving his home in North Carolina.

One of the things Stricker Law Firm, PLLC does well is helping 
others in a family crisis. However, we also offer many other 
legal services. The situation with JC could have been much 
easier if there were a will or trust in place dictating who was to become JC’s caregiver. A 
separation agreement or divorce granting custody of JC to one of the parties would have also 
been beneficial. Our firm does all of those documents and they are far less expensive than an 
emergency ex-parte order in 24 hours.

Please call and schedule an appointment to plan 
ahead for all of life’s challenging circumstances. 
However, if you fail to plan and life gives you a 
challenge, please call and we will help you find the 
solution to best fit your goals.

Larry Simonds, Jr. is the litigation coordinator for 
Stricker Law Firm, PLLC. The facts listed above are 
true and accurate, and were given only after the 
clients gave their informed written consent. However, 
names and locations were changed in order to 
preserve the clients’ anonymity.

We Offer:
u Civil Litigation 
u Criminal Defense 
u Estate Planning: Wills, Trusts, Powers of
 Attorney, Health Care Powers of Attorney, Trusts
u Probate
u Guardianships
u Elder Law: Medicaid Planning, Elder Abuse 
 and Exploitation, Veteran’s Benefits
u Real Estate Closing and Disputes

u Family Law: Separation, Divorce,
 Adoptions, Mediation
u Business Succession and Planning:
 Corporations, LLCs establishment

Stricker Law Firm
112 Kenwood Street • Belmont, NC

704-829-8034 • strickerlaw.com

Protecting Your Business 
And Family Since 1999

Stricker Law 
Firm

**Stricker Law Firm, PLLC is celebrating our one year in Belmont anniversary 
Thursday, October 23rd from 4-10 PM. Food, music and fun. RSVP by October 12.

By Larry Simonds, Jr.

GA 10.14 Sticker Law Feature pg 1.indd   1 10/2/2014   2:22:27 PM

Thanks to Gaston Alive! magazine for the opportunity and the 
wonderful job you do in advertising businesses for Gaston County. In 
our last GA! article back in January of 2014, Marguerite Stricker, our 
law firm’s managing partner, mentioned that our firm had “a strong 
sense of helping others in a family crisis.” I would now like to take 
this opportunity to further illustrate this concept.

Almost one month ago, our website was visited by an attorney in Maine. We will call him Jack. 
His brother was dying in Hospice at the age of 53 in Graham County, North Carolina. The dying 
man’s 11-year-old son - we will call him JC - was living with his paternal grandmother in NC. The 
crux of the issue was that JC’s mom was coming to pick the boy up and take him back to live with 
her in Philadelphia, PA. JC had spent his entire life in NC and did not want to live in Philadelphia. 
Also, the mother had a history of a lifestyle less than suitable in which to raise a child.

Jack googled the words “guardianship attorney, Cherokee, NC.” Andrew Brandt, another partner 
in our firm, who was previously described by Marguerite Stricker in the January issue of GA! 
as a pragmatic, matter-of-fact planner, designed our website. Normally, the website is the first 
thing people see, and Andrew had our website at the top of the list in Cherokee County for 
guardianships.

We were the second attorney’s office that popped up. The first did not answer their phones, but 
ours answered on the second ring. Jack later commented, “Your firm has a good website and 
when I called, a professional staff answered, and you called me back within five minutes. I tell 
you so that you know these things count.”

I remember the return call, hearing all of the facts that Jack gave, and then his question: “What 
can we do?” I remember scanning the files of my mind and working with Jack. I laid out six 
different ideas I had and told him I needed 12 hours to contemplate all of these options and find 
the best one suitable for JC.

I first spoke with Andrew about the facts, walking through my plans of attack. Andrew is great to 
consult with on a fact pattern. He thinks of the questions to ask that force you to fill in the gaps 
of a story and the possible pitfalls in the logic. I went about clearing my schedule for the next 24 
hours in order to help JC.

Marguerite and I discussed the court docket in Graham County and my six options for JC. There 
was a judicial conference in District 30A, and all District Court Judges were busy, save two. 

We agreed on the best of my six options. Marguerite is 
tremendous at focusing on the best option, and I have 
always consulted with her on considering which path to 
take. She has a mighty compass for deciphering between 
right and wrong.

After getting the ex-parte petition and order for guardianship drafted, I left at 4:00 AM to 
traverse the state. Since the only two available Judges were in Waynesville, NC, I drove from 
Gaston County up to Graham County and got the paperwork filed with the court, then traveled 
back down to Waynesville to argue my petition and have the Judge sign the order. I delivered a 
copy of the signed order to the sheriff’s department in Graham County, left one with the client, 
and filed the signed order with the clerk’s office in Graham County.

JC’s father died at 9:00 that evening, and when JC’s mother came 
to abscond with JC back to Philadelphia, JC’s grandmother called 
the police. Within minutes a sheriff was there and prevented JC 
from leaving his home in North Carolina.

One of the things Stricker Law Firm, PLLC does well is helping 
others in a family crisis. However, we also offer many other 
legal services. The situation with JC could have been much 
easier if there were a will or trust in place dictating who was to become JC’s caregiver. A 
separation agreement or divorce granting custody of JC to one of the parties would have also 
been beneficial. Our firm does all of those documents and they are far less expensive than an 
emergency ex-parte order in 24 hours.

Please call and schedule an appointment to plan 
ahead for all of life’s challenging circumstances. 
However, if you fail to plan and life gives you a 
challenge, please call and we will help you find the 
solution to best fit your goals.

Larry Simonds, Jr. is the litigation coordinator for 
Stricker Law Firm, PLLC. The facts listed above are 
true and accurate, and were given only after the 
clients gave their informed written consent. However, 
names and locations were changed in order to 
preserve the clients’ anonymity.

After getting the ex-parte petition and order for guardianship drafted, I left at 4:00 AM to 

We Offer:
u Civil Litigation 
u Criminal Defense 
u Estate Planning: Wills, Trusts, Powers of
 Attorney, Health Care Powers of Attorney, Trusts
u Probate
u Guardianships
u Elder Law: Medicaid Planning, Elder Abuse 
 and Exploitation, Veteran’s Benefits
u Real Estate Closing and Disputes

u Family Law: Separation, Divorce,
 Adoptions, Mediation
u Business Succession and Planning:
 Corporations, LLCs establishment

Stricker Law Firm
112 Kenwood Street • Belmont, NC

704-829-8034 • strickerlaw.com

Protecting Your Business 
And Family Since 1999

Stricker Law 
Firm

**Stricker Law Firm, PLLC is celebrating our one year in Belmont anniversary 
Thursday, October 23rd from 4-10 PM. Food, music and fun. RSVP by October 12.

easier if there were a will or trust in place dictating who was to become JC’s caregiver. A 

By Larry Simonds, Jr.
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$2.49 Cleaners*

Hours: 
Mon.-Fri. 7:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m.
Sat. 8:00 a.m.-2:00 p.m.
Closed Sundays

703 Union Road • Suite 1 • Gastonia, NC 28054

704-869-9644
E. Garrison Blvd.

E 6th Ave.Un
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E 5th Ave.
Franklin Blvd.

*Excludes Heavy Outerwear, Evening & Formal Wear, Household & Special Care Items
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Price List
Dry Clean Items $2.49*

Comforters (any size) $22.50
Men’s Laundered Shirts $1.69

(with dry cleaning)
Starched Pants $3.95

Publisher’s

Goode News

PICK Pam L. Goode
Publisher,

Gaston Alive! Magazine

Do you know of a great place around town that’s a best kept secret? 
Are you a local resident who wants to nominate a unique story of the 
greater good of Gaston County? We want to help spread the word. 
Favorite band, art show, or just someone doing something good.

We at Gaston Alive! want to showcase our pick each issue.  Submit 
your story, favorite place or event to info@gastonalive.com. Help us 

spread the “Goode News” by being our PUBLISHER’S PICK!

530 south new hope rd, gastonia - 704-867-5332 www.facetfoundryjewelry.com
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Meg Farmer
e-Pro, Real Estate Broker, 
SFR and Realtor®

Cathy Hill
Realtor® and Broker

ScottFarmerProperties.com

704.822.2422
Gaston Chamber’s 2013 

Heart of Business: 

Business Person 

Of The Year!

Scott Farmer
CRS, GRI, Licensed NC 
Residential Real 
Estate Appraiser, Real Estate 
Broker, Realtor®

Open living up and down! $150,000 Close to town!Great home! $75,000

Armstrong Cir.! Updated kitch. & BA! $365,000

Waterfront with dock & INDOOR pool! High tech! $1,275,000

Charming! Beautiful lot! Hardwood floors! $155,000 Beautiful bungalow in Mount Holly! $69,900

Open living area! Large yard! $180,000Open plan! Large master suite! $200,000 Pottery Barn feeling! Beautiful throughout! $189,900

Walk to DT Belmont! N’hood pool! $215,000Open & spacious in Belmont! $241,000Updated! Fresh! Spacious! $244,900 Waterview! Walk to marina! $205,000

Spacious, bright, wood floors! $265,000

under 
contract

Great ranch!Tons of space in & out! $180,000

Belmont! 4BR+5th/bonus! Beautiful and open! $314,900 Open & grand! Large yard! $315,000 Low Maintenance with bonus space! Master on main! $279,900

Vaulted & spacious! Large, level yard! $345,000Waterfront!2 kitchens! $350,000 Glenmoor! Updated! 4BR+Bonus! $350,000

Country Club! 5 BR+ bonus! 3 levels! $530,000Waterview grand mountain-like retreat! $575,000

SoLd

NEW RENOVATIONS!

cLoSedunder 
contract
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ChewOnThis
Chef Ashleigh  Easterling

Pumpkin Spice Granola Bars 

Directions: 
Preheat the oven to 325 degrees. Line a 9-by-13-inch sheet pan with 
parchment paper. Set aside. In a large mixing bowl, stir together the dry 
ingredients and mix until all the ingredients are mixed. In a separate bowl, 

whisk together the wet ingredients. 
Combine both the dry and wet  
ingredients until the entire mixture is 
moist and well-incorporated.
Pour the mixture onto the sheet pan. 
Using the back of a spoon, press the 
mixture into an even layer from edge 
to edge. Bake for 35-40 mins, until 

the granola is golden brown and just firm to the touch. Remove the pan from 
the oven and lift the parchment paper to remove the granola. Let rest until 
completely cooled. Using a serrated knife, carefully slice the granola into bars.
If adding the chocolate drizzle, melt together the chocolate chips and cream 
in the microwave. Drizzle the granola bars with the chocolate. Let cool.
*Can be stored for up to a week in an airtight container.

Ingredients: 
	 •	4	cups	old-fashioned	oats
	 •	1/2	cup	brown	sugar
	 •	1/2	cup	sweetened	coconut	flakes
	 •	1/2	cup	raw	pumpkin	seeds
	 •	1.5	tablespoon	pumpkin	pie	spice
	 •	1/2	tsp	sea	salt
	 •	1/2	cup	puréed	pumpkin

	 •	1/2	cup	honey
	 •	2	tsp	pure	vanilla	extract
	 •	1	tbsp	canola	or	vegetable	oil

Chocolate	Drizzle	(optional)	
	 •	1	cup	white	chocolate	chips
	 •	1/4	cup	heavy	cream	

Follow Chef Easterling
YouTube: user/ChefEasterling 
Instagram: Chef_Easterling 
Twitter: @ChefEasterling
Email: ChefEasterling@gmail.com 
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Shop for your home
in your home.

With a

Budget Blinds offers a wide variety of 
energy-saving window treatments.

solar shades

roman shades curtains & drapes custom Wood shutters

complimentarY
consultation 

Purchase 10 Blinds Or More And Receive An Additional 10% Off! 

Call Budget Blinds 704-864-8778
Call us for a high quality, affordable and efficient shopping 

experience or visit us online at www.budgetblinds.com.

25% OFF
One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined with 

any other offer. Expires 11.15.14

Any Select Signature Series 
Window Treatment.

20% OFF
Any One Item*  

One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined with any other offer. 
*Excluding optics, sale items, and Daily Savings Club Memberships. Expires 11.15.14. 

3916 East Franklin Blvd. (Across from Ashley Furniture) • 704-823-1988 • www.gastonia.wbu.com

(Valid only at Wild Birds Unlimited 
3916 East Franklin Blvd.)
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5201 CR Wood Road • Gastonia

704-914-7471

Join Us For Our Canned Food Drive: 
Saturday, Nov. 15, 10:00-2:00.

Anyone who brings canned goods/ non-perishables will be 
given voucher for a FREE lesson($40.00 value). 
Will have drinks, snacks, pony rides and games. 

(Proceeds will be donated to various charities in Gaston County.)

Don’t Miss Our

Halloween Party!
Saturday, Oct 25. 10:00-3:00.

(Bring costume) $65.00/child. 
Includes group riding lessons, games, crafts, 

horse costume contest, costume parade and much more! 

GA 10.14 Next Gen - Small Wall - Tammy - Creekwood.indd   1 10/2/2014   7:41:37 AM



When Tara Mull Hamilton authored a moving poem to pay tribute to her Aunt, 
Kim Beverly, no one in their family could have predicted the impact The Woman 
in Pink would make in the lives of people in our region. The Woman in Pink is 
synonymous with breast cancer victims and survivors who have suffered the 
loss of their hair after undergoing chemotherapy treatments.

The sketch of The Woman in Pink, created by Kim Beverly, a two time breast 
cancer survivor and now champion for empowering women faced with the 
same battle, depicts the image of a bald woman with incredible courage and 
reminds us it isn’t about hair. It’s about s”HAIR”ing hope, embracing what is a 
challenging episode in the lives of cancer victims, and finding the beauty within 
… without hair. Kim, her sister, Paige Golding, and sister-in-law, Deborah Mull 
are taking The Woman in Pink a step further this year as they celebrate with an Open House event for The 
Woman in Pink Wig Boutique on October 3rd from 11am – 3pm in the It’s a Girl Thing Salon located at 
315 E. Second Avenue in Gastonia, NC.

Recognizing the emotional toll hair loss had on her self-confidence, and witnessing the same gut-wrenching 
outcome for other victims of cancer, Kim and crew are now ambassadors of hope, healing, restoration 
and newfound strength. Kim attributes this strength to her profound faith in God. Armed with inspirational 
scripture, she is using her experiences to help other women in Gaston, Lincoln and Cleveland counties who 
have lost their hair while undergoing chemotherapy by supplying them with a wig. Each wig comes with a 
customized fitting, a wig stand, wig hair care products and a wig brush or comb, as well as customized wig 
styling and a shave or haircut … all FREE of charge! A service like this costs the non-profit roughly $100.00 
per client. In an effort to fund their cause, they have developed a “Hero Wall,” which will serve as a tribute 
to individuals who have battled cancer. Sponsorships cost $100.00 and showcase a 3x7 high quality, silver 
reflective nameplate in memoriam or in honor of a loved one. Prior to opening, the wall already has eight 
individuals being honored.

Consultations for a wig take approximately an hour and a half, so Kim stresses the importance of calling 
ahead to schedule an appointment. The number is 704.914.8983. “This is an emotional experience and 
we are here to nurture each woman by praying and showing her she is beautiful without the hair, but 
helping her feel beautiful again by providing her with a wig. We want her to look in the mirror and see 

herself as God sees her, ‘fearfully and wonderfully made…’ 
(Psalm 139:14).” After losing her hair twice, Kim is 
a bit of an expert on the subject. She is certainly an 
expert at finding the silver lining and inspiring others 

to do the same.

The Woman in Pink Wig Boutique is a 501(c)(3)non-profit organization. Every donation is 100% tax deductible. Those 
interested in making a contribution should visit their website www.thewomaninpink.com and select the Donations Tab, 

or make checks payable to The Woman in Pink and mail to PO Box 550536 Gastonia, NC 28055-0536. 

By Sonja Forrester
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as well as apple and strawberry ciders.

Now you have your pumpkins, you have your flag, you have 
your mums and cabbage plants… What can you do with 
those to make your neighbors stare as they pass?

Let’s begin with something simple. Have some old, faded 
urns? Paint them black, apply a vinyl letter and stack your pumpkins. Placing greenery, 
like magnolia leaves between the pumpkins adds a great detail.

Run to the local craft store, grab some wooden letters, paint 
them fun, fall colors and hang with ribbon and you’ll have a 
whimsical, happy front door!

Finally, place your mums on a lower step or in front of your 
urns and you are done. How easy is that?

Okay, you want to be Martha Stewart and go a little more 
elaborate? Well….

This porch has that wow factor, no question. Complete with 
grapevine pumpkins, crows, lanterns filled with acorns and 
leaves scattered just so, your neighbors would probably be 
envious. I must admit, I really love this porch, simply because 
of the attention to detail. I doubt my porch will look this 
stunning, but if yours does, kudos to you!

Lastly, it’s time for your fall soiree, and you want your table 
to look just right. These are both great choices! 

Have fun and enjoy!

Happy Fall Y’all!
(I just couldn’t resist offering a fall southern salutation.)

Yes, it is upon us. Ah… That time of year when we get a break from 
hot temperatures and high humidity. The leaves begin changing, the 
tailgating begins and the pumpkins arrive. Yellow, orange and red 
are popping up everywhere! It also means that it is time to spruce 

up your home for the change of seasons.

Where do you start? 
I tend to start on the outside. I love decorating my front porch 
for a new season, especially fall. I move out the ferns and 
geraniums from the spring and summer and move in the mums 
and pumpkins. 

Are you ready to get started?
Where can you go to get what you need to make sure your 
porch is ready for the new season? Well, we are lucky to have two great area businesses 
that can provide you with all the fall pretties you could want. Ford’s Seeds and Plants 

in Gastonia and Lineberger’s Farm in Dallas are two great 
places to start. Ford’s Seed and Plants (231 E Main Avenue 
in Gastonia) is a wonderful place to gather items on your 
fall decorating list. Ford’s has beautiful mums, great garden 
flags and a staff that can instruct you on what to plant, as 
well as when and how to plant it.

Lineberger’s Farm, just off Stanley-Dallas Highway in Dallas, has the best pumpkins 
around - the ordinary and also those not-so-ordinary ones . You will find pumpkins and 
gourds in many various shapes and colors. In addition, you can buy delicious muscadines, 

Solving Your 
Decorating 
DilemmaS By Tammy Taylor

Ask Tammy...

porch is ready for the new season? Well, we are lucky to have two great area businesses 

In addition to her Interior Design work, Tammy Taylor operates 
a retail location in Cramerton and also provides Interior Design 
Services through Next Generation Interiors, also in Cramerton. 
You can contact Tammy Taylor Interiors by calling 704.908.3740 
or via email at tammytaylor1@gmail.com
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that can provide you with all the fall pretties you could want. Ford’s Seeds and Plants 

in Gastonia and Lineberger’s Farm in Dallas are two great 
places to start. Ford’s Seed and Plants (231 E Main Avenue 
in Gastonia) is a wonderful place to gather items on your 
fall decorating list. Ford’s has beautiful mums, great garden 
flags and a staff that can instruct you on what to plant, as 
well as when and how to plant it.

Lineberger’s Farm, just off Stanley-Dallas Highway in Dallas, has the best pumpkins 
around - the ordinary and also those not-so-ordinary ones . You will find pumpkins and 
gourds in many various shapes and colors. In addition, you can buy delicious muscadines, 
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Decorating 
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In addition to her Interior Design work, Tammy Taylor operates 
a retail location in Cramerton and also provides Interior Design 
Services through Next Generation Interiors, also in Cramerton. 
You can contact Tammy Taylor Interiors by calling 704.908.3740 
or via email at tammytaylor1@gmail.com

This porch has that wow factor, no question. Complete with 
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JOIN A COMMUNITY, 
NOT JUST A GYM 
CENTRAL YMCA       

615 W. Franklin Blvd, Gastonia, NC 28052 
704.865.8551      

CHERRYVILLE YMCA      

119 East Main Street, Cherryville, NC 28021     
704.445.9622                          

PHARR FAMILY YMCA    

208 Main Street, McAdenville, NC 28101   
704.824.1131                                           

SOUTH GASTON YMCA   

3210 Union Road, Gastonia, NC 28056      
704.865.2193                                     

STOWE FAMILY YMCA    

196 YMCA Drive,  Belmont, NC 28012        
704.822.9622   

www.gastonymca.org 
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PiZZA
Done Right!

Voted “BeSt PiZZA” in gaston County!

any purchase over $25

106 n. Main St.
Belmont, nC 28012
704-825-8900

www.jBSPiZZAPAD.CoM
$1000!

One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Vaild 11 a.m.-3 p.m. Expires 11.15.14

Includes 2 lunch specials and drinks
(Lunch special: 10” 3-topping pizza)

+ tax

facebook.com/Johnny B’s pizza pad & Watering hole

We offer a great selection of draft beers, bottled beers, and several Wines by the glass.

Lunch For 
TWo onLy$5.00 oFF!

One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined 
with any other offer. Expires 11.15.14

Locally owned & operated since 
2004. signature hand-tossed pizzas, 
oven-baked hoagies, enormous 
salads, signature appetizers & the 
area’s BesT WInGs!

$2099
One coupon per customer please. Cannot be combined 

with any other offer. Expires 11.15.14

GeT a 
16” 2-ToppInG pIzza 
and 14 oven-Baked 

WInGs For 

pIzza and WInG deaL!
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